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The Batek are hunter-gatherers who live in the lowland tropical forests of northeastern Peninsular

Malaysia. Over the past few decades, as more and more of their forest home is degraded, they are

developing an acute sensitivity to what this means, for them and for the broader world. In fact, they

would like the world to know about their worries and their critiques of the causes of degradation.

Changing Pathways was inspired by that need. Beyond a straightforward recounting of Batek

environmental concerns, this book examines the cosmological basis for those concerns, the

changing focus of the cosmology, the stories and histories through which the Batek express their

place in the world, and suggests how environmental degradation might affect their knowledge,

perception, and politics. Changing Pathways is an invaluable resource not only for environmental

anthropologists and hunter-gatherer specialists but applied resource managers around the world.
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I am an environmental studies major. I needed this book for information to fill in a paper for my

anthropology class. It was very interesting read. It helped me to get an A on my paper and there is

so much information about the affect of the clearing of the rainforest on indigenous peoples of

Malaysia that the book will be helpful to me in my environmental studies as well.
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